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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-15 have been presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 9-13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,005,939 to Fortenberry et al., hereinafter Fortenberry. 

4. As per claim 1 , Fortenberry discloses communication system that connects a first 
network and a second network for communication thereof, comprising: 

a first interconnecting device connected to a first communication device of said first 
network (Figure 2a [blocks 204, 206a, 206n], column 5, lines 41-54, i.e. ISP or firewall); 

a second interconnecting device, connected to said first interconnecting device and a 
second communication device of said second network, operable to control whether or not 
communication between said first and second communication devices is allowed (Figure 2a 
[blocks 204, 206a, 206n], column 5, lines 41-54, i.e. firewall acts as a gatekeeper); and 

an external recording device connecting to said first interconnecting device and operable 
to store authentication information of a user of said first communication device, said 
authentication information being used for authentication of the user by said second 
interconnecting device (Figures 2a [blocks 212, 214, 216], 2b; column 5, line 62 to column 6, 
line 46), wherein said first interconnecting device comprises: 
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an acquiring unit operable to acquire said authentication information of the user of said 
first communication device from said external recording device (Figure 4, column 7, line 34 to 
column 8, line 15); and 

a transmit unit operable to transmit said authentication information acquired by said 
acquiring unit to said second interconnecting device (column 7, line 34 to column 8, line 15). 

5. As per claims 4 and 13, Fortenberry discloses an interconnecting device for connecting a 
first network and a second network to enable communication between a first communication 
device of said first network and a second communication device of said second network, the 
interconnecting device comprising: 

an acquiring unit operable to acquire from a recording device, which is outside said 
interconnecting device, authentication information of a user of said first communication device 
for authentication of the user, by an authentication apparatus, for controlling whether or not 
communication between said first and second communication devices is allowed (Figure 4, 
column 7, line 34 to column 8, line 15); and 

a transmit unit connecting to said acquiring unit and operable to transmit said 
authentication information received by said acquiring unit to said authentication apparatus 
(column 7, line 34 to column 8, line 15). 

6. Regarding claim 5, Fortenberry teaches wherein said acquiring unit comprises a reading 
unit operable to read said authentication information from a non- volatile memory that comprises 
said recording device storing said authentication information (Figures 1 [blocks 115, 142, 147, 
152], 2 [block 214]; column 3, lines 6-14, column 5, line 62 to column 6, line 8). 
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7. Regarding claim 7, Fortenberry discloses wherein said acquiring unit further acquires 
identification information of said authentication apparatus from said recording device, and said 
transmit unit transmits said authentication information acquired by said acquiring unit to said 
authentication apparatus identified by said identification information acquired by said acquiring 
unit (column 1, lines 51-65; column 7, lines 33-67). 

8. Regarding claims 9 and 15, Fortenberry discloses a decryption unit connecting to said 
acquiring unit and operable to decrypt encrypted authentication information in a case where said 
acquiring unit acquired said authentication information after encryption (column 6, lines 15-24; 
column 6, lines 52-63). 

9. Regarding claims 10-12, Fortenberry discloses a processing unit connecting to said 
transmit unit and operable to determine whether or not said authentication apparatus is allowed 
to authenticate the user, wherein said transmit unit transmits said authentication information 
acquired by said acquiring unit to said authentication apparatus in a case where said processing 
unit determined that said authentication apparatus is allowed to authenticate the user (column 6, 
lines 7-14, column 8, lines 7-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 2, 3, 6, 8, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fortenberry in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,934,745 to Krautkremer, hereinafter Krautkremer. 

1 2. Regarding claims 2, 3, 8, and 14, Fortenberry does not teach wherein said second 
interconnecting device includes a receive unit operable to receive said authentication information 
from said first interconnecting device; an authentication unit connecting to said receive unit and 
operable to authenticate said authentication information received by said receive unit; and a 
setting unit connecting to said authentication unit and operable to set said second interconnecting 
device to allow the communication between said first and second communication devices in a 
case where the authentication by said authentication unit was successful; wherein said acquiring 
unit of said first interconnecting device is further operable to acquire bandwidth information 
from said external recording device; said transmit unit of said first interconnecting device is 
further operable to transmit said bandwidth information acquired by said acquiring unit to said 
second interconnecting device; said receive unit of said second interconnecting device is further 
operable to receive said bandwidth information from said first interconnecting device; and said 
setting unit of said second interconnecting device is further operable to set a bandwidth of the 
communication between said first and second communication devices based on said bandwidth 
information received by said receive unit. 

13. Krautkremer discloses wherein said second interconnecting device includes a receive unit 
operable to receive said authentication information from said first interconnecting device; an 
authentication unit connecting to said receive unit and operable to authenticate said 
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authentication information received by said receive unit (column 6, lines 3-30, column 7, lines 
13-23, column 10, line 63 to column 11, line 28); and 

a setting unit connecting to said authentication unit and operable to set said second 
interconnecting device to allow the communication between said first and second 
communication devices in a case where the authentication by said authentication unit was 
successful; wherein said acquiring unit of said first interconnecting device is further operable to 
acquire bandwidth information from said external recording device; said transmit unit of said 
first interconnecting device is further operable to transmit said bandwidth information acquired 
by said acquiring unit to said second interconnecting device; said receive unit of said second 
interconnecting device is further operable to receive said bandwidth information from said first 
interconnecting device; and said setting unit of said second interconnecting device is further 
operable to set a bandwidth of the communication between said first and second communication 
devices based on said bandwidth information received by said receive unit (Figures 1 [blocks 50, 
61, 62], 2, 3, 4 [blocks 50, 61, 62] , 5 [blocks 50, 61, 62], column 4, line 12 to column 5, line 23, 
column 10, lines 28-60). 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to receive the client authentication data and configure the bandwidth for the 
connection between the two devices that are communicating, since Krautkremer states at column 
2, line 56 to column 3, line 10 that such a modification would offer real-time monitoring, 
measurement and control of performance over the network. It would also allow providers to 
configure and maintain the network for a central location. 
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15. Regarding claim 6, Fortenberry does not teach wherein said acquiring unit includes a 
receive unit operable to perform wireless communication with a wireless communication device 
that comprises said recording device storing said authentication information, and to receive said 
authentication information from said wireless communication device by the wireless 
communication. 

16. Krautkremer discloses wherein said acquiring unit includes a receive unit operable to 
perform wireless communication with a wireless communication device that comprises said 
recording device storing said authentication information, and to receive said authentication 
information from said wireless communication device by the wireless communication (column 
36-48). 

17. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate wireless communications, since Krautkremer states at column 2, line 56 
to column 3, line 10 that such a modification would offer a solution to circumvent traffic over 
hardwired lines of communication. It has also been held that it only requires routine skill in the 
art to make a device portable; see MPEP 2144.04; see also In re Lindberg, 194 F.2d 732, 735, 93 
USPQ 23,26 (CCPA 1952). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1 9. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
interconnecting devices, such as: 
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United States Patent No. 6,772,332 to Boebert et al., which is cited to show providing 
secure internetwork services via an assured pipeline. 

United States Patent No. 5,864,683 to Boebert et al., which is cited to show providing 
secure internetwork services via an assured pipeline. 

United States Patent No. 6,205,479 to Dulai et al., which is cited to show two-tier 
authentication system where clients first authenticate with independent service providers. 

United States Patent Application Publication No. 2003/014013 1 to Chandrashekhar et al., 
which is cited to show dynamically managing IP VPNs and controlling subscriber access. 

United States Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0041091 to Cheline et al., which 
is cited to show domain name system resolution. 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (571) 272-3792. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

21 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

22. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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